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genealogy of the Chola kings, from the earliest times up to the time
of Vira Rajendra (tenth to eleventh centuries A.D.), and also the
missing link for the reconstruction of a continuous history of the
Cheras from Rajasekhara (ninth century A.D.) to Vira Raghava
Chakravarti (tenth century A.D.). The Travancore inscriptions make
a substantial contribution to the history of the Pandyas: and for
the first time a king, Jatavarman Parantaka Pandya (twelfth cen-
tury A.D.), hitherto unknown to the epigraphical world, has been
brought to light in them. The existence of a dynasty of kings called
the Ays, long unknown to South Indian epigraphy, has also been
established by the discovery of a set of copper plates in which two
kings, Ko-Karunandakkan and Vikramaditya Varaguna (ninth
century A.D.) are mentioned.

Besides offering a sure and reliable basis for the reconstruction
of the ancient history of Travancore, these inscriptions are invaluable
for the light they throw on Dravidian philology and place-names,
and also on the ancient political, social and religious institutions of
the country. A considerable number of the inscriptions record large
grants to temples and charitable institutions; and a few relate to the
conferment of privileges on religious bodies. It is seen from these
records that a large number of villages had temples which were
centres of civil life from early times, and were a powerful institution
in the social, religious and political life of the country. These
temples, constituting a corporation enjoying the generous patronage
of ruling kings, and richly endowed by a devout people, were not
only the repositories of the antiquities of the State, but a small State
by themselves, administering varied kinds of civic functions.

In addition to their wealth of inscriptions, the temples of
Travancore abound also in ancient works of art such as sculptures
in stone and bronze, mural paintings and wood carvings. The
paintings so far discovered go to establish a long pictorial tradition